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                    LESSON ELEVEN  
                MATTHEW 10 
          
 
 
Day 1  
 

 Heavenly Father, feed me with your word; help me to take it in and be 
nourished and satisfied by it. Will you use your word to show me who you 
are, use it to humble me and strengthen me and make me more like you. 
 

Ø Read chapter 10 
 

Ø As you read chapter 10, in the margin write down any questions that come to 
mind. 

 
Ø What is one truth in today’s passage that moves your heart to praise, 

thanksgiving, confession, action or love for God? 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2- Matthew 10:1-15 
 

1. Matthew 9:35 summarizes the coming of the kingdom and how Jesus, as 
King, reveals his authority. What new aspect of the kingdom do we see in 
10:1? 

 
  
 
  -What is so remarkable about this? 
 
 
 

2. For the first time in verses 2-4, Matthew names the group of men Jesus 
chose to be his closest disciples who would spread the good news of the 
kingdom and launch the New Testament church. What does Matthew call 
them in verse 2? 
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Scholar’s Note: Apostle- a person sent by another; sent to represent a person; a 
messenger; envoy. Generally used as designating the body of disciples to whom 
Jesus entrusted the organization of his church and the dissemination of his gospel, 
which would also include Paul.  
 
Jesus is replacing Israel’s present, ungodly leaders with “[the] twelve” —the number 
“twelve” corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel; and he is beginning to build his 
church, as Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:20, “on the foundation of the apostles.”1    
 
 
Four disciples stand out in this list by the way Matthew names them— the rock (Peter 
means the rock), the tax collector, the zealot, and the betrayer. To say the least, these 
men had virtually nothing in common and in fact their lives were at different poles of a 
compass. Matthew who sold out to the Romans for a luxurious life style, and Simon 
who belonged to a group of radical, nationalist, revolutionaries who fought against 
the Romans. Peter, industrious blue-collar, all-in devotee and Judas who pilfered from 
the treasury and ultimately betrayed Jesus to his murderers. These represent the 
twelve unlikely men Jesus chose to pour his life into and to carry out his mission. 
 
 

v  The twelve were not a naturally cohesive bunch, but their diversity did not 
hinder their mission. What does it reveal when we let our differences affect our 
unity and mission?  

 
 
 

v Ask God to show you where differences with other believers may be 
overshadowing unity and mission. 

 
 

3. Look back to 4:19 and 9:38. How are these verses connected to this 
passage? 

 
  
 
 
 

4. What does Jesus call the house of Israel in verse 6? 
 
   
 

 -Look back to 9:36. What did they need and why? 
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Off the Beaten Path: Read Romans 9-11 (with much prayer for insight and 
understanding) for further learning on the relationship of the mission of God to Jews 
and Gentiles. This is hard stuff! Our heavenly Father is deep and so worth 
endeavoring to understand! Romans 11 ends with the exclamation, Oh the depth of 
the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are his judgments 
and how inscrutable his ways!  

 
 

Digging Deeper: The message the disciples were to proclaim was, the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. According to the passage below, why is this message urgent? 
 
 
 
-Gospel means good news. How would you explain what the good news is in the face 
of the urgency? 
 
 
 
 
Acts 17:30-31 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead. 

 
 
5. What kinds of people were they to go to according to verse 8? 

 
  
 

 - How were they to approach ministry? 
 
  
 
 
Picture and Ponder: “The free gift of grace one has received from God must produce 
a life of giving.”2   
 
 

6. How were they to demonstrate their dependence upon God according to 
verse 9-11? 

 
 
 
 



	 4	

For Discussion: What does relying on the hospitality of others teach us?  What do we 
forfeit when we rely only on ourselves? 
 
 
 
 

7. In verse 13, Jesus says there are worthy and unworthy houses. What makes 
a house unworthy according to verse 14? 

 
   
 
  -Who are people actually rejecting when they won’t listen or receive  
  Jesus’ disciples? 
 
  
  -Verse 15 tells us what will happen to these people. Why do you think it  
  will be better for Sodom and Gomorrah than for these people? 
 
   
 
 
Scholar’s Note: “Sodom and Gomorrah were the paradigm of wicked cities, their sin 
so great that God destroyed them completely (Gen 18–19), and they forever after 
became a euphemism for God’s wrath against sin (Isa 1:9; 13:19; Jer 50:40; Amos 
4:11; 2 Pet 2:6).”3   
 
 
Digging Deeper: In verse 15 Jesus says, Truly, I say to you. Remember this means that 
this is something especially important and Jesus wants his disciples to understand it 
as coming straight from God. Jesus is talking about the Day of Judgment and it is 
emphasized often in Matthew. Read the following verses to answer: Describe the Day 
of Judgment that Jesus is talking about. 
 
 
 
 
 
Revelation 20:11-15  11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged 
by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea 
gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in 
them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had 
done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second 
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death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of 
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess that I can go about my life day after day 
without a concern for the lost in this world who are not my loved ones. 
Forgive me please. Give me your heart for the lost. Help me to be on mission 
for your kingdom each day. Wherever I am going, whatever I am 
doing, help me be eager to share your good news and to show you in my 
words, in my attitudes and in my actions.  
 
 
Day 3- Matthew 10:16-25 
 
In the rest of the chapter Jesus expands our view from the apostle’s immediate 
mission to the Jewish people, to the universal mission of all believers that will begin in 
earnest after Pentecost. 
 

8. What does Jesus say carrying out his mission will be like, according to 
verse 16? 

 
  

 
Digging Deeper: Read the verses below about the greatest missionary, Paul. From 
Paul’s example, how would you explain Jesus’ admonition to be as wise as serpents? 
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to 
all, that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win 
Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself 
under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became 
as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) 
that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win 
the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.  
I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessing. 
 
Acts 9:23-25 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot 
became known to Paul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill 
him, but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the 
wall, lowering him in a basket. 
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-How would you explain being innocent as doves from Paul’s example below? 
 
 
 
 
2 Corinthians 1:12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we 
behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by 
the grace of God and supremely so toward you. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:2 We reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t 
try to trick anyone or distort the word of God.  We tell the truth before God and all 
who are honest know this. (NLT) 
 
 
For Discussion: As you think about sharing the gospel with others how could wise as 
serpents and innocent as a doves apply to you? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What kind of persecution does Jesus warn about in verses 17-18? 
 
  
 
 
  -What promise comes with this persecution according to verse 19-20? 
 
  
 
 
 

10. What kind of persecution does Jesus warn about in verses 21-22? 
 
  
 
 
 
  -What promise comes at the end of verse 22? 
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Scholar’s Note: “Enduring does not imply active resistance but rather passive 
endurance (...“endures” [ὑπομείνας] looks at one’s life as a whole). There are two 
connotations: enduring the trial and standing firm for the Lord through it all.”4   
 
 
Through persecution or hatred that may come one day, help me Jesus to 
endure and stand firm for you. 
 
 

11. What all do we learn from Jesus saying in verse 23 that if you are 
persecuted in one town to flee to the next? 

 
 
 
 
 
Picture and Ponder: “We must keep moving. The time is short, the workers few. When 
persecuted, we should change our geography, not our theology.” 5  
 
 
  
In verse 25 we learn that becoming like Jesus is a worthy pursuit. Most likely almost all 
of us would say we want to be more like Jesus, but we might not mean like him in 
persecution and suffering.  
 
Living in America we have not faced persecution for our faith the way other Christians 
around the world have, but that may not always be true for us. Jesus warns that when 
we are like him we will face persecution and already there are Christians in our 
country who have lost their jobs, and are hated and maligned for this reason. So do 
we want to be like Jesus even if it means suffering? Paul, persecuted so many times for 
the name of Jesus, thinks it is worth it—For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. Romans 8:18 
 

v In growing to be more like Jesus we become more kind, gracious and merciful. 
How then does becoming more like him bring on more persecution? How 
have you experienced this or shied away from this? 

 
 
 

v Acts 5:40-41 talks about the disciples rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer persecution for the name of Jesus. What kind of priorities must you 
have to rejoice like this? Do you have these priorities?  
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Day 4- Matthew 10:26-33 
 

12. Jesus tells his followers who will spread the good news of his kingdom and 
face persecution for it that we should not be afraid of the persecutors. He  
gives three reasons we should not be afraid, what are they? 

 
 
  v.26-  
 
  v.28a-  
 
  v.29-31-  
 
 

13. What are the three things he tells us to do instead of fearing? 
 
  v. 27-  
 
  v. 28b-  
 
  v. 32-  
 
 
 
For Discussion:  The phrase have no fear, in the Greek is global, “meaning a lack of 
fear is to characterize their lives.”6  How is it possible to be characterized by a lack of 
fear? 
 
 
 
Jesus tells us not to fear man, but to fear God (v. 28). And then he assures us of God’s  
attentive care for all of his creatures. How does fearing God more, help you to fear 
man less? 
 
 
 

v What fears keep you from proclaiming the message of the gospel boldly? How 
do these verses about God’s attention and care for you apply to these fears? 

 
 
 
 
For Discussion: It has been said that the blood of martyrs is the seed of the church. 
Why do you think persecution fuels the message of the gospel?  
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Digging Deeper: Jesus tells his disciples that if they acknowledge him before men he 
will acknowledge them before his Father, but if they deny him before men, he will 
deny them before his Father. Fear is a powerful reason Satan would use to get a 
believer to deny Jesus, that’s why Jesus lovingly assures us that we have no reason to 
fear. Peter was afraid and so denied Jesus, but went on to spread the gospel, build 
the church, and become a martyr for Jesus. How can this be true in light of what Jesus 
said in verses 32 and 33? Refer to the following scriptures. 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 26:74-75 Then [Peter] began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, ‘I do 
not know the man’ And immediately the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the 
saying of Jesus, ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.’ And he went 
out and wept bitterly. 
 
John 21:17 Jesus said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’ 
Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he 
said to him, ‘Lord you know everything; you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed 
my sheep...’ 
 
 
Picture and Ponder: “A necessary criterion for being a disciple of Jesus is to 
acknowledge him publicly. This will vary in boldness, fluency, wisdom, sensitivity, and 
frequency from believer to believer (cf. Calvin); but consistently to disown Christ is to 
be disowned by Christ.”7 
 
 
Day 5- Matthew 10:34-42 
 
Digging Deeper: The Jews expected the Messiah to usher in national and domestic 
peace, but here in verse 34, Jesus warns, that those who proclaim his name will 
experience conflict, persecution, and even death— not peace. Jesus is the Prince of 
Peace and one day he will usher in a peace so all encompassing that the lion will lay 
down with the lamb. Yet we see in the verses below that even though that day is not 
here, Jesus does give his followers a kind of peace now. What is the peace he gives? 
 
 
 
 
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
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John 16:33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. 
 
Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard 
your hearts and you minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

14. What kind of profound division does fearlessly acknowledging Jesus as 
Lord and King produce according to verses 34-36? 

 
 
 
 
For Discussion: Why is Jesus such a source of conflict?  
 
 
 
 

15. What kind of allegiance and commitment does Jesus demand of his 
followers according to verse 37? 

 
  
  -How do you know if you love Jesus more than parents, children,  
  spouse, boyfriend or friends? 
 
 
 
  -What does loving Jesus supremely show? 
 
  
 
 
Scholar’s Note: “The use of “loves” (v.37) points to both affection and loyalty.”8   
 
 
Holy Spirit help me to see and know the beauty and goodness of Jesus 
and his merciful heart toward me so clearly that I will love him more than 
anyone or anything. 
 
 
In verse 38 Jesus talks about taking up your cross. To take up your cross signified 
death. The Romans made the condemned person carry the cross bar to their 
crucifixion. Jesus is saying that to follow him means loving him with such abandon and 
being so whole-heartedly devoted to him that we are willing to follow him all the way 
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to our own death—literally and figuratively.  We might or might not be called upon to 
die as a martyr, but we are certainly called upon to die to ourselves each day. 
Everything Jesus has been talking about as he proclaims the message of his kingdom 
has pointed to this. In Jesus’ upside down kingdom those who lose their lives for his 
sake will find them (v.39). 
 

v Three times in verses 37 and 38 Jesus says, is not worthy of me. How does it 
show Jesus’ surpassing worth when we love him supremely and die to 
ourselves? 

 
 

v Paul says in Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Paul says we 
die to ourselves by living by faith in Jesus. It is only by trusting Jesus each day 
that we can take up our cross, die to ourselves, and live for him. How are we 
trusting Jesus when we die to our own agenda, rights and sinful desires?  

 
  
 
 

16.  The prophet, righteous person and little one (meaning insignificant in the 
eyes of the world) are those who live the kingdom life and proclaim the 
kingdom message for the sake of the King. What is in store for those who 
receive these emissaries? 

 
    
 
 
  -How can we be on both sides of this equation? 
 
   
	
	
	
	
One Thing: Look back over this week’s study. Pick one thing that God impressed on 
you, convicted you about, or something new that you learned and write it here. How 
will this truth impact the way you think and act? 
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